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BEKTASH 2024 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

 

Bektash Installation of Officers   January 6 
 

Potentate’s Valentines Ball   February 10 

 

Stated Meeting     March 18  
 

Easter EggStravaganza    March 22-24 
 

NSAMid-Winter (Tunis)    April 18-21 
 

Fun and Fellowship    May 10 
 

Tunis Tri-Visitation    May 31-June 2 
 

Summer Ceremonial Kora   June 7-9 
 

Fun and Fellowship    June 14 
 

Stated Meeting     June 17    
 

Imperial Session (Reno, Nevada)   June 30-July 4  
 

Fun and Fellowship    July 12 
 

Summer Picnic     July 20   
 

Fun and Fellowship    August 9 
 

Cigar Smoker     August 10 
 

4th Annual Lady Amy Freeman Memorial Golf Tournament Sept. 7 
 

Stated Meeting     September 16 
 

NSA Fall Field Days (Tunis)   September 19-22 
 

Oktoberfest - Nashua Shrine Club  October 5 
 

Fun and Fellowship    October 11 
 

Tri Visitation ABK - Anah  (ME) Hosting  October 25-27 
 

Feztival of Trees     November 23-30 
 

Stated Meeting     December 16  
 

Christmas Party     December 21 
 

Bektash Installation of Officers   January TBA 
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 Bektash Shrine Center 
189 Pembroke Rd 

PO Box 4086 
Concord NH 03302 

 
ELECTED DIVAN 

Potentate ……...……...….….………...…….........................Alan Fillingham 
potentate@bektashshriners.org 

Chief Rabban .....……………………...………..……………...Evan McIntosh 
chief.rabban@bektashshriners.org 

Assistant Rabban……….......….….…………...........Kenny Thoroughgood   
assistant.rabban@bektashshriners.org 

High Priest and Prophet .……………………………….……….Brett Hunter 
high.priest.prophet@bektashshriners.org 

Oriental Guide………………………………........................……Peter Raven 
oriental.guide@bektashshriners.org 

Treasurer …..…….……………...….……..………….…Lloyd Doughty II, PP 
treasurer@bektashshriners.org 

Recorder ...…………………….………….……..….....….Thomas Brison, PP 
recorder@bektashshriners.org 

 
APPOINTED DIVAN 

Assistant Treasurer…………………………………………..……Nick Wilder 
1st Ceremonial Master …………………………………………Kevin Ciampa 
2nd Ceremonial Master ….…………………….………….……David Walters 
Captain of the Guard ………...………………..…………...……..Nick Wilder 
Outer Guard ………………...……………...…….....……….....Richard Colby 
Chaplain ………………………………………..…….…….…Kevin Carter, PP 
Director ..………………………………………………………..…Jerry Becker  
Assistant Director………………………......….……………Michael Lothrop 
Marshal  ...………………………...……..……………..……….Kevin Koechel 
 

MISCELLANEOUS OFFICERS 
Colonel……………………………………………………………David Vachon 
Major……………………………………………………………………….Vacant 
Marketing and Membership Chairman............................Michael Lothrop   
Bingo Chaiman…………………………………….……………Kevin Ciampa  
Fez-tival of Trees Chairman………………………………….Brett A. Hunter 
Easter Eggstravaganza Co-Chair…………………………...Evan McIntosh 
Easter Eggstravaganza Co-Chair………………………….Alan Fillingham 
Hospital Transportation Coordinator………….….Kenny Thoroughgood 
Photographer……………………………………..………….Robert Reynolds 
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MEMBER EMERITUS 
Director ……………...………………………....……..……………….……...C. Wayne Libby 
Chief Steward………………………….……………….……………….C. Leonard Petersen 
Springfield Hospital Rep. Emeritus……………..………………..Willard R. Lemaire, PP 
 

HOSPITAL INFORMATION 
Shriners Children’s Boston………….…..…..………………...…1-617-722-3000 
Boston Representative………………….…………...…….….John Freeman, PP 
 
Shriners Children’s New England (Springfield)........…………1-413-787-2000 
Associate Representative………..………………....…..……Ill. Alan Fillingham 
 
Shriners Hospital for Children—Canada (Montreal)..…...…...1-514-842-4464 
Montreal Representative………..……………………………….....Paul Little, PP 
 

BEKTASH UNIT LEADERS 
Bektash Mariners Yacht Club…………………...Commodore Richard Hoeker 
Bingo…………………………………….……………………………..Kevin Ciampa 
Chefs……………………………….…...……..Chief Chef Kenny Thoroughgood 
Clowns………………………………....Boss Clown David “Woo Hoo” Rouleau 
First Section…………………………………………….…..Director Jerry Becker 
High Rollers/Mini-Monster Truck Patrol….………...President David Walters 
Legion of Honor………………...…………………...Commander David Vachon 
Mini-Kar Patrol…………………………………....Captain Edward J Kelvington 
Stewards………………………………………..…Chief Steward Shawn Buxton 
White Mountain Hillbilly Clan #10   Raban of the Clan Michael Tebbetts, PP 
 

BEKTASH CLUB LEADERS 
Cheshire Shrine Club………………………………..President Seamus Wibben 
Nashua Shrine Club…………………………………..President Gary D. Waters 
Portsmouth Shrine Club………..…………...President Edmond Daneault, PP 
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2024 Potentate 
Alan Fillingham 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Amazing to think that the first 
quarter of the year is already 
over. I am writing this fresh af-
ter the first stated meeting of 
the year which was well attend-
ed by our Nobles and some 
Past Potentates. 
 
The Divan has been working 
hard to take care of some ad-
ministrative items on top of 
their usual busy schedules. 
Our Assistant Rabban and Ori-
ental Guide have completed 
their training courses and are 
back from Florida and our 
Treasurer and Recorder are 
heading out on their confer-
ence trips. 
 
Your Divan has arranged a 
summer Ceremonial at Frye-
burg Fair Ground in conjunc-
tion with Kora Shrine. Kora is 
based in Maine and this will be 
a joint Ceremony with candi-
dates from both shrine centers.  

It is arranged for June 7th to 9th 
so people can attend either just 
the Ceremonial or stay for all 
three days. We have accomoda-
tion in the Hampton Inn in North 
Conway and campsites available 
at the fairground for anyone that's 
more adventurous. 
 
As some of you may already 
know, the Imperial session this 
year is in Reno Nevada. We have 
secured 20 rooms in the hotel 
complex and are busy putting to-
gether a package for any Nobles 
and Ladies that would like to at-
tend with us. We will push out the 
details of this as soon as it is 
complete to give anyone that 
would like a chance to attend. 
 
Fellowship Friday is back and the 
first one will be held on Friday 
May 10th from 6pm. This is being 
sponsored by the Stewards and 
will be a “potluck” meal with $2 
drinks. There is no agenda or 
dress code, just an evening of 
company and good fun. I hope to 
see you there. 
 
Fraternally, 
Alan Fillingham 
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RECORDER’S RAMBLINGS 
 

 
 

It’s been a busy month for Bektash.  We’ve had a 
couple of our Divan leaders attend seminars in 
Tampa, Florida.  These seminars are an important 
addition to learning the responsibilities encom-
passed with the elected positions.  Later this month, 

there will be another joint seminar for the Treasurer and Recorder.  
Yes, Lloyd Doughty and I will be sitting together for three days 
learning the ins and outs of our respective offices.  Should be a fun 
learning experience for us both. 
 
Progress continues submitting information to our CPA for the year-
ly financial audit in 2024.  It seems just when we see the light at the 
end of the tunnel, something else comes up that needs to be dealt 
with.  Your Divan team has been vigilantly addressing each require-
ment aggressively.  Hopefully, by the end of this month, we can say 
we’re finished and get on with the more “funner” things in the 
Shrine. 
 
Assistant Rabban Ken Thoroughgood and I attempted to replace 
the rope on one of the flag poles in the front of the building.  We 
have a new style rope with a metal wire in the middle of it to prevent 
breakage and stretching.  After successfully restringing the pole 
with the Shrine flag on it, we had 50 MPH winds the next day.  The 
rope held up perfectly, but my knot tying unfortunately did not.  
The half-untied flag was flapping madly in the wind.   Went home, 
got a 20 ft. extension pole, duct taped a metal coat hanger to the end 
and managed to get the flag down from its precarious position.  I 
then properly retied the rope with a good bowline knot.  Hasn’t 
come off the pole since.  Happy days!  Now we’ve got to replace the 
rope on the other three poles as the old flags wear out. 
 
Four of the Divan members will be attending the Midwinter North-
east Shrine Association meeting in Ottawa this month.  This is a 
planning session for the Fall Field Days, like we had last year in Au-
gust.  We’ll be laying out the plans for a parade, competitions, and 
meetings with hotels for those nobles and families attending in the 
fall.  It’s always fun to get together with the 15 other Shrine  
 
      Continued on next page 

RECORDER’S RAMBLINGS 
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Recorder’s Ramblings 
 
Temples to renew old friendships and catch up on new ideas present-
ed during the weekend.  Hopefully, we can get a group of Nobles and 
their families to join us in Ottawa on September 19-22.  Check your 
passports to make sure they’re up to date!   
 
The repairs to the entrance at the back of the hall have been com-
pleted after the snowplow incident.  The contractor did a good job 
and the doors now open and close without any extra effort.  We are 
waiting for the new awning to arrive and be installed.  Then we can 
close the books on this issue! 
 
If you and your unit would contribute an article to the Bektash 
News, it would be wonderful.  A picture and a quick write up will go 
a long way.  If you have any questions about submitting information, 
just give me a call in the office.  We’re always glad to assist you. 
 
That’s all for now…It’s great to be a Shriner! 
 
Tom Brison, PP, Recorder 

Open positions for Associate Member of Hospital Board of Governors 
 
There are presently (3) openings for an Associate Board of Governors 
Member for our Canadian Hospital (Montreal), Shriners Childrens 
Boston, and Shriners Childrens Springfield, MA.   
 
For more information about the details of this commitment, speak to 
Ill. John Freeman, Boston Rep; Ill. Paul Little, Canadian Rep; or Ill. 
Alan Fillingham, Springfield Rep. 
 
If you are interested in being actively involved with your hospital sys-
tem after talking to our present hospital representatives, please con-
tact Tom Brison, Recorder at 603-225-5372 to fill out the necessary 
paperwork. 
 
Bektash makes recommendations for Board Members, but the sitting 
Hospital Boards make the ultimate decision on who is accepted to the 
positions.  
 
The deadline is May 1, 2024, for applications.   



10                                                                                                                          The Bektash News 

Come Join Us 
Support your Bektash 

Fund Raiser! 
 

Every Thursday Night 
Doors Open-4:00 PM 

Regular Bingo-6:15 PM 
 

Progressive Jackpot! 
 

Bektash Shrine Center 
Concord NH 

 

Living Past Potentates 
Donald G. March (1992)  
Nelson J. Murray (1996) 
John M. Walker (2000)  
Thomas E. Brison (2002)  
Willard R. Lemaire (2003)  
James L. Chase (2006)  
Richard F. "Ted" Dooley (2007)  
Bradford J. Durfee (2008)  
Edmond Daneault (2009)  
Richard “Rick” Perry (2011) 
Robert St. Jacques (2012) 
William J. Hebert (2013) 
Kevin J. Carter (2014) 
Richard A. Quindley (2015) 
Mark A. Simard (2017) 
Lloyd S. Doughty, II (2018) 
John Puckhaber (2019) 
Brent Norris (2020) 
John Freeman (2021) 
Michael Tebbetts (2022) 
Paul Little (2023) 
 
 

February 2024 
Regular & Associate 
Membership Report 

 
Beg. February, 1, 2024          Membership 
(Regular & Associate) ……………….576 
Affiliations ...……………..….….……...0 
Associated ….…………..………….…...0 
Associated Member  Drop ...……….…..0 
Creation …..……....…….………....……0 
Creation Reversal……………………….0 
Demitted …………………………..........0 
Demitted Reversal...….…...…...…..……0 
Expelled ……………..……………..…..0 
Expired-Active Member ..………….....(1) 
Expired Reversal………………………..0 
Restored  ……..…………….…………...0 
Suspended …….....................….……….0 
Suspension Reversal……………………0 
End of Month Membership 
(Regular  & Associate) ………..……..575 
 
Net gain (loss) for Month……............(1) 
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BINGO WORKERS NEEDED FOR THURSDAY BINGO 
 

Bektash Bingo is on the increase and that creates a need 
for additional workers.  With your help we can make 
Bingo even more successful. 
 
Bektash is looking for part-time and full-time volunteer 
Bingo Workers for most positions. We are sure that we 
have a fun position for you. Come and join your fellow 
Shriners and their Ladies to help support one of our big-
gest fundraisers, in our smoke-free environment.  
 
 
To participate call the Bektash  
Office at 603-225-5372. 
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Assistant Rabban’s Assistance 
 
Lady Dixie & I just got back from Tampa for the Kosair for 
Kids Shriner Leaders Conference (Assistant Rabban) and 
boy we learned a lot.  Out of 16 NSA Temples we had 11 
Temple Representatives, an awesome turnout for NSA.  
 
What a trip we had!  On the way out, we had to de-plane for 
almost 2 hours maintenance issue is what they said.  We 
already missed our connecting flight so the airline booked 
us on a different flight but Charlotte airport is so big that we 
had to run all the way from F to B because our flight is al-
ready boarding.  What a mess, but we made it!  On the way 
back it was smooth until we got to Manchester airport, our 
luggage was delayed.  We were so exhausted.  We got our 
luggage the next day at 1pm.   
 
I hope you all survived the last storm, we did, but we lost 
power for 20 hours.  Thank God for woodstove and genera-
tor. 
 
Let me share with you a quote by a man who in 1970 
coined the term, Servant Leader.  He said in his essay: 
 
“The Servant-Leader is a servant first… It begins with 
the natural feeling that one wants to serve, to serve 
first.  Then conscious choice brings one to aspire to 
lead.  That person is sharply different from one who is 
leader first….” 
                                             Robert K. Greenleaf 
 
As always, please support your temple, we are all in this to-
gether.  Let’s help kids while having fun and enjoying it too. 
 
Kenny Thoroughgood 
Assistant Rabban 
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Save Your  
Aluminum Can Tabs 

 

HELP THE CHILDREN! 
 

Bring your tabs to the Bektash Shrine Center 
 
Money received from sale of 
tabs will be used for patient 
transportation to and from 
Shriners Hospital. 

2024 Elected and Appointed Divan 
(For names of each office holder see page 4) 
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Thank You to all Pull Tab 
Collectors and Donors! 

BEKTASH PULL-TAB  
RECYCLING PROGRAM 

Kate Atkinson 
Concord, NH 
 

Kenny Ohlson 
Webster, NH 
 

1st Congregational Church 
Pittsfield, NH 
 

Dani’s Markeet 
Pittsfield, NH 
 

Jack Marston 
Pittsfield, NH 

Ginny & Joe Bigwood 
Weare, NH 
 

Amanda Connor 
Salisbury, NH 
 

Dave Walters 
Derry, NH 
 

Judy Lloyd 
Manchester, NH  
 

Paul Vachon 
Boscawen, NH 

Bektash Assistant Rabban Kenny Thoroughgood (left) and Recorder Tom Brison  
repairing flagpoles at the front of the Bektash Shrine property on a cold but sunny 
March day. 
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Bektash Benefactor 
This space reserved for YOU! 

 
 

Gold Sponsors 
This space reserved for YOU! 

 

Silver Sponsors 
This space reserved for YOU! 

 

Bronze Sponsors 
Dick & Jodi Sambataro 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Learn more about the Bektash Booster 
Program and how to contribute and 

Donation form elsewhere in this issue. 

Lee & Gordon Bakie 
Tom Brison, PP.& Lady Marilyn 
Ellen & Irving Hughes 
Raymond F Kershaw, Sr. 
Harold Whitehouse & Family 

Booster Sponsors 
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BEKTASH EASTER 
EGGSTRAVAGANZA 

Bektash Clown Unit at EggStravaganza 

Kitchen Volunteers During EggStravaganza 
Noble Ron Perry, Ladies: Dixie, Emelie & Janet 
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Helping A Child  
Is Just A Phone Call Away 

 
Determining whether a child is eligible for care at 
Shriners Children’s is as simple as calling 
800.237.5055 (toll free in the U.S.), or 800.361.7256 (in 
Canada) from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, 
Monday through Friday.  During the initial phone call, 
you will discuss the nature of the child’s condition, age 
and location of residency with a patient referral coordi-
nator.  Based upon the information provided, you will 
be referred to a specific Shriners Children's location 
that can best care for the child.  Additional information 
is available at shrinerschildren.org Shriners Children’s 
specializes in threatening orthopedic conditions, sports 
medicine, burns, spinal cord injuries and cleft lip and 
palate.   
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BEKTASH STATED MEETING 
MARCH 18, 2024 

The March Stated Meeting presided by  
Ill. Alan Fillingham with the Divan. 

Noble Michael Lothrop giving  
Presentation on Shrine History 

Chief Rabban Evan McIntosh 
bell-ringer to honor the deceased  

during Necrology Report.  
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DOORS OPEN AT 4:00 PM 
GAMES START AT 6:15 PM 

Lodge Ambassadors Wanted 
 
Do you attend your Blue Lodge regularly (or would you like to)?  
Would you like to stand up in your Blue Lodge and make Shrine 
announcements and presentations?  Then you are exactly who 
we are looking for!! 
 
The Shrine Lodge Ambassador Program is intended to create a 
communication stream between Bektash Shrine and the Masonic 
Lodges in our jurisdiction. 
 
The Shrine Ambassadors will receive a name badge indicating 
his ambassadorship to be worn at Lodge, Shrine meetings and 
events.  An email will be sent to the Ambassadors the last week 
of the month from our marketing committee with “talk points”, to 
be mentioned at your Lodges State Meeting.  You will be able to 
present the Potentate’s congratulatory certificate and package to 
newly raised Master Masons. 
 
All you need to do to sign up is call one of the nobles below with 
the and provide them with your name, phone number, emails 
and Lodge name. 
 

Michael Lothrop; Marketing Chair 
207.907.8949 

 
Evan McIntosh; Chief Rabban 

603.867.1005 
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BEKTASH MARINERS  
SHRINE YACHT CLUB 

WANTS YOU ! 

BEKTASH MARINERS SHRINE YACHT CLUB 
B.M.S.Y.C. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this inner body is three-fold:  
 

 1.  This inner body is a social inner body providing good fellowship 
among members of Bektash Shrine who share an interest in boats, 
boating and kindred pleasures – such as skiing, fishing, and cruising. 
 

 2.  This inner body is engaged in organizing and participating in boat-
ing activities for the enjoyment and betterment of its members and the 
glory of Bektash Shrine, and to further assist and promote in any way 
possible the safety of general boating on public waters and to seek, for 
the enjoyment of all, better facilities for this fast-growing sport through-
out New Hampshire. 
 
 3.  This inner body stands ready to assist illustrious Potentate and Di-
van of Bektash Shrine in carrying out Temple activities when called 
upon to do so. 
 
For more information contact Commodore Richard Hoeker email rich-
ardhoeker@comcast.net or Sec./Tres. Raymond Desrochers email 
des.hov@gmail.com 
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BEKTASH CASH CALENDAR RAFFLE 
WINNERS—March 2024 

Thank you for Supporting Bektash! 
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SUPPORT 
OUR 

ADVERTISERS 

REMEMBER! 
SUPPORT  YOUR 

BLUE LODGE 
YOU MIGHT EVEN  

FIND A  
FUTURE SHRINER 

NOTICE 
 

Current 2024 dues cards are  
required to attend all Bektash 

meetings. 
 

All Nobles must have 2024  
dues card to march in  
any Bektash parade. 

Fundraiser to Support our  
Fraternal Scottish Rite Brothers.  

All Proceeds will go to the  
Nashua Dyslexia Center 



April 2024                                                                                                                                    29 



30                                                                                                                          The Bektash News 

BEKTASH CLOWN UNIT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Bubbles” the Clown 
 
In a celebration of laughter and whimsy, Bubbles the Clown 
emerged triumphant at the Northeast Clown Institute's annual 
competition held in January in Plymouth Ma. Bubbles captivated 
both judges and spectators alike, earning the coveted first-place 
prize in Auguste category for Makeup and Costume. 
 
Held at the Hotel 1620 in Plymouth MA., the competition drew 
clowns from far and wide, each vying for recognition as the re-
gion's top performer. Amidst the sea of floppy shoes and exag-
gerated smiles, Bubbles stood out with an artistic performance 
of makeup and costume. 
 
Bubbles, known for her infectious energy and ability to delight 
audiences of all ages, left no frown unturned in her quest for vic-
tory. With heartwarming interactions with spectators, Bubbles' 
performance showcased the true essence of clowning as an art 
form. 
 
The Northeast Clown Institute's annual competition continues to 
serve as a testament to the enduring charm and creativity of 
clowning as an art form. And with Bubbles the Clown reigning 
supreme, Bektash has brighter hearts and smiles for one of our 
own clowns. 
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BEKTASH-LEGION OF HONOR 
“Looking for a few good men” 



32                                                                                                                          The Bektash News 

ASSISTANT RABBAN SEMINAR 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 

Bektash Assistant Rabban Kenny Thoroughgood (lower right) and Lady Dixie  
dining with counterparts from other NSA Shrines. 

Group photo of counterparts from NSA Shrines. 
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ASSISTANT RABBAN SEMINAR 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 

Collection of Fezes from many of the NSA Shrines 

Patient Ambassador Zavi with Assistant Rabban 
Kenny Thoroughgood and Lady Dixie 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU 
 

FUNDRAISING EVENT 
 

ÿ Any Ideas for a fundraising event? 
ÿ Suggestions on how we can do better in  
          our existing events? 
ÿ Share your thoughts to us? 
ÿ Big & small ideas send them to us 
 

ANY QUESTIONS? 
 

ÿ Do you have questions that are not clear  
         to you with regards to the Temple? 
ÿ Do you have questions on our Units & Clubs? 
ÿ Do you want to join any clubs/units? 
ÿ Do you have questions on the events? 
ÿ Do you have questions on some of the  
         terminologies of the Shrine? 
ÿ Do you have any questions about the  
        hospitals? 
 

This is our Temple, we are in this together! 
 
 

Please send them all (ideas or questions or both) to me 
thru email:  wildinnh2001@yahoo.com 
 
Thru mail:    KENNY THOROUGHGOOD 
    189 Pembroke Rd. 
                       PO Box 4086 
    Concord, NH 03302-4086   
 



April 2024                                                                                                                                    35                                                     

Retention Program 
 

Well, Nobles, I’m seeking donations to our Retention 
Fund. The fund has not grown in the last few months. 
This friendly reminder is coming to ask you to think 
about helping a Noble who needs assistance. 
 
Please consider a donation or memorial gift, you will be 
recognized if you so desire. I will have an update on the 
fund in an upcoming  issue of the Bektash News. 
 
Remember all checks need to be made out to Bektash 
Shriners with “Retention Fund” in the memo area and 
mail them to the office. 
 
Michael Lothrop 
Membership Chairman 

BEKTASH HILLBILLY  
CLAN  #10 

 

‘Raban’ of the Clan 
Mike Tebbetts, PP 
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  BEKTASH MARINERS 
 SHRINE YACHT CLUB NEWS 

 
THE KALICINS AT IASYC  
MID-WINTER MEETING 

 
 

SAVE MAY 11TH  
FOR OUR 1ST BMSYC  

PARADE IN FRANKLIN NH. 
 

Lady Deborah and I attended the 
International Association of Shrine 
Yacht Club Mid-Winter Meeting in 
February. We left home on Wednes-
day January 31, traveling by bus to 
Boston, Amtrak to Newark, NJ, 
then flying direct from Newark to 
Singapore. After a three-hour layo-
ver we boarded a plane for a flight 
to Bali. We arrived in Bali at 
12:05am Saturday morning.  It was 

quite a shock to get off an air-
conditioned airplane and be greeted 
by heat and humidity. After clearing 

customs and obtaining a tourist Visa, we were able to locate our 
driver and get taken to our hotel. Finally, at 2:45 we were in our 
room and the first thing was showers.  The next morning, we were 
able to get a late breakfast and explore the resort.  We spent most 
of Saturday just chilling out. 
 
We had arranged for a driver and car to tour Bali.  The driver ar-
rived promptly at 10:00.  Driving in Bali is an experience that I did 
not want to experience, the driver was great in dealing with the 
abundant motorbikes. There is a ratio of 25 motorbikes to one car.  
They come at you from all angles, and many have multiple passen-
gers plus cargo.  We visited Puseh Batuan Budish open air Temple 
and then drove out of town and visited Mason Elephant Park & 
Resort.  Along the way we passed numerous rice paddies. The traf-
fic was quite heavy considering that it was a Sunday. 
 

           Continued on next page 

  Noble Greg Kalicins 
  and Lady Deborah 
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The Kalicins story continued 
 
We chilled out for the remainder of our stay at the resort, adjust-
ing to the 12-hour time change and humidity. Wednesday the driv-
er picked us up at 1:30pm and drove us to meet the ship, the Nor-
wegian Jewel, in Benowa only 20 minutes from the resort. This 
was a benefit since we were able to be first to board the ship.  The 
stateroom was quite nice and with the balcony we would sit out-
side at night and watch the submarine races.  
 
The ship visited several ports: Surabaya, Indonesia; Semarang, 
Indonesia: Jakarta, Indonesia; Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Singa-
pore, Saigon, Vietnam; and we disembarked in Thailand and 
bused to Bangkok. 
 
Several of these ports we chose to stay on the ship. In Kuala Lum-
pur we took a tour which took us to the center of the city, like any 
city there was lots of traffic and motorbikes everywhere.  It was 
interesting on our drive into the city noting the vast number of 
new high rise apartment complexes, 20-30 stories high and the 
first 5-6 stories dedicated to parking.  This was something that we 
observed in many of the other cities. 
 
Singapore was probably the cleanest and most welcoming city that 
we visited.  We visited Singapore Botanical Gardens, which was a 
former agricultural experimental station that was repurpose into a 
beautiful intercity park. 
 
After a day at sea we visited Saigon, It is amazing how the city has 
grown since the end of the war.  Again, lots of new high rise apart-
ment complexes.  The tour of Saigon took us to Cu Chi tunnel 
complex.  This was the site of the extensive Viet Cong tunnel sys-
tem built prior to the war and greatly expanded during the war.  
(A great propaganda site} We also visited a war museum in Saigon 
depicting the effects of Agent Orange on the rural villagers ex-
posed to AO. 
 
The last place to visit was Bangkok, Thailand, the tour ended at 
the Bangkok airport and then the long flight home began. 
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RETENTION FUND 

Richard R. Sambataro 

DONATIONS RECEIVED 

HOSPITAL PATIENT TRANSPORTATION FUND 

IN MEMORY/HONOR OF: DONATION FROM: 

Ill. Thomas Brison & Lady Marilyn Donna Becker 
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In Memoriam 

  

 ALVIN L LARSON 
CRESTVIEW, FL 
Deceased: 02/18/2024 
Born: 10/05/1935 
Created: 05/23/1981 

To the promised land our friends have gone, 
To the land of perfect rest; 

Their work is done—and the setting sun 
Has sealed their life’s request. 

They have left this earthly strand, 
For the house beyond the sea, 

Though the past is gone, they will still live on 
To us all—Sweet in our Memory. 

  



Bektash Shrine  
Legion of Honor 

 
Flag Fund 

 
 

The Bektash Legion of Honor is restarting a Flag Fund, 
apparently, we had one years ago and it got passed by 
and forgotten. The purpose of the fund is for the Legion 
of Honor to fund purchase of new flags to replace the 
flags in front of the building, ceremonial flags and pa-
rade flags as needed.  
 
The flags would fly at Bektash because of the Flag 
Fund.  
 
The flags in front of the building fly 24 hours a day and 
get tattered and worn and need to be replaced occa-
sionally. Ceremonial flags and parade flags are now 
over 20 years old and along with the flags the staffs are 
wearing. 
 
If you would like to donate to help the Legion of Honor 
to be of service to Bektash and purchase new flags you 
can send a check made out to: 
 

Bektash Legion of Honor 
Memo: Bektash Flag Fund 

 
And mail to: 

Bektash Shriners 
189 Pembroke Road, PO Box 4086 

Concord, NH 03302-4086 
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